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Agencies battle for cash
Toronto groups
forced to compete
for federal funds

MP apologizes for
employment
program changes
NAOMI CARNIOL

Liberal MP Maria Minna wiped
away tears yesterday, after crit-
icizing her own government for
making changes to a program
that forced community groups
to compete against one another
for funding.

"I cannot tell you how heart-
broken I am . . .  to see what
we've done," she told the repre-
sentatives of more than 100
community groups who filled
the council chambers at Metro
Hall.

Toronto community groups
called the meeting over the im-
pact felt by changes to the feder-
al funding application process
for employment programs.

In February 2004, Human Re-
sources and Skills Development
Canada introduced the Call for
Proposals process. Agencies
must submit detailed proposals,
which are then ranked to decide
which organizations receive
funding.

The process is riddled with
confusion and has led to cuts to
community agencies while
some contracts have gone to for-
profit organizations, represen-
tatives from local community
agencies said yesterday.

Minna (Beaches-East York)
promised she would bring the
issue to the Liberal caucus.

The changes were made while
MP Joe Volpe (Eglinton-Law-
rence) was Human Resources
and Skills Development Minis-
ter. Belinda Stronach has since
taken over the portfolio.
Minna said she spoke Monday

with Stronach (Newmarket-Au-
rora), who agreed the process
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A man scans the job board at the Gateway Cafe in Scarborough, which has lost funding from the federal

government for employment programs that helped 540 young people each year. Community groups

now have to submit proposals that are ranked to decide which organizations receive funding.

minister has  had concerns
about the process.
Liberal MP Alan Tonks (York

South-Weston) also spoke out
against the bidding process.

'We know how much we have
let you down in letting this
faulty process go ahead," he said.

NDP Leader Jack Layton had
some strong words for Stro-
nach.

"She should cancel these con-
tracts, give them back to the
community agencies and show
that she's on the side of the
working people in this city and
this country," Layton said.
A parliamentary committee

put forward 20 recommenda-
tions in May on how to improve
the process. Suggestions includ-
ed having meaningful consulta-
tions with community groups
and giving financial support to
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> Six staff members were laid
off this month at the Working
Skills Centre.

"We will have to let the rest go
if it doesn't turn around soon,"
executive director Minerva Hui
said.
The centre provides job train-

ing to immigrant and refugee
women. It has relied on federal
funding for about 20 years. In
November, the agency was told
no more money would be com-
ing.

"We were supposed to go away
quietly," Hui told the crowd.
"They picked on the wrong
agency."
> YWCA Toronto lost $700,000
through lost contracts and re
ductions in contracts, which
shut down a career assessment
centre on Danforth Ave.
> The Davenport Perth Neigh
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enough. They didn't address
"the intimidation and harass-
ment in the process through
which grants are given," Martin
said.

Mike Saucier, director general
of the ministry's labour market
and official language minority
communities directorate, said
the ministry investigated state-
men ts  abo ut in t imidat ion
brought to the parliamentary
committee.

"We pursued these and found
them to be unfounded," he said.
Yesterday's meeting was also a

chance for some local organiza-
tions to discuss the losses they
endured as a result of Call for
Proposals process. > The
Gateway Cafe in Scarborough
lost funding for employment
programs that helped 540 young
people each year.


