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Constable Denis Cadorette shows some of the more than 5,000 sweaters that have been collected at 13
Division for social agencies to pick up and distribute to needy families. In back, John Tarnawsky and
Ken Mason load a box of sweaters into a van to go to Covenant House, one of the 10 agencies receiving the
sweaters this year.

Cop gives sweaters a new life
By CLARK KIM
Guardian Staff

Local sweater manufacturer
Futurama Knitting Mills used to
scrap sweaters that had not sold to
be turned into rags.

That was until Toronto police
Const. Denis Cadorette, of 13
Division, stepped in after discover-
ing what then-owner Leon Rein did
with the boxes and boxes of unused
clothing.

"He told me, 'They're going for

destruction'," recalled Cadorette,
who then asked Rein to consider
donating them to aid organizations.

He agreed and since the mid-
1990s, Futurama on Tycos Drive has
donated more than 20,000 sweaters
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including 5,900 just this week to
several charitable groups in
Toronto and surrounding area.

"This is the biggest amount
given," said Cadorette, amazed at
the sight of all the boxes stacked
along the walls in the garage at 13
Division Wednesday.

"We started small and we pro-
gressed to what we are today."

When Rein died in 1995, his son
Ron and daughter Evie took over
the family business and continued
the tradition of donating new cloth-
ing to disadvantaged community
members.

Ron told The York Guardian he
is pleased to help out knowing the
sweaters will go to where they are
most needed with Cadorette orga-
nizing the annual event.

"He's always been so upbeat and
so great," Ron said.

Some of the donated sweaters
this year will be distributed to
about 140 kids taking part in the 13
Division Youth Outreach Program.

"This is going to help a lot," said
Const. Ojo Tewogbade, who has
lead the program since its inception
four years ago.

"These kids live with single par-

"These kids live with
single parents... and

they hardly have
anything.'

ents, grandparents and they hard-
ly have anything."

Heather Quirt accepted several
boxes for the third time on behalf
of First Stop Woodlawn - a women
and youth shelter associated with
theYWCA.

"It's fabulous and it's very much
needed," she said. "And it's quite
amazing to get brand new
sweaters."

Other organizations receiving
new clothing include the Covenant
House, Toronto and Peel Children's
Aid Society, Toronto Catholic
Children's Aid Society, Jewish
Family and Child Services,
Southside Worship Centre in Ajax,
Namares (Native Men's Residence)
and The Apostles of Infinite Love.
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