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A child of adversity be-

comes a youth of action.
That transition pretty

much sums up Tonika
Morgan's life that ranged
from homelessness and
turmoil to a productive
youth worker and a 2005
Young Women Christian
Association (YWCA) 2005
Woman of Distinction
award.

At age 14, Morgan was
forced to leave her parents
home because of family
disputes. Five years later,
she had dropped out of
school and began leading a
nomadic life, sleeping in
parks and friends' base-
ments.

When a last attempt to
reconcile with her family
failed, she wound up at the
YWCA Stop 86 Shelter for
young women.

"Many people, on
whose sofas I slept as I
floated around, reached out
to me and were pillars of
support," said Morgan.
"But my life really started
to turn around in a positive
way after I got to the
YWCA and later ended up
on the Toronto City Sum-
mit  All iance Youth
Steering Committee.

"Being at the YWCA
gave me a foundation to
look further ahead and seek
out help. Then the City
Summit Alliance opened
doors for me and paved the
way for many of the
opportunities that have
come my way in the last
few years."

Two years ago, the Jane-
Finch Community &
Family Centre hired her to
help form a youth council
in the area. Her personal
experiences and dedication
to youth empowerment
inspired 20 young people to
organize a forum that
attracted about 1,100
youths  from  the
community.

She also founded the
Medina Collective, an or-
ganization for young
women of colour that re-
cently launched Toronto's
only woman-centred urban
arts magazine.
A first-year Arts & Con-
temporary Studies student
at Ryerson University,
Morgan - who aspires to
pursue a career in social
marketing and advertising
— plans to dedicate the
award to the many women
who have played important
roles in her life.

Other 2005 Women of
Distinction award winners
include Sylvia Chromins-
ka, Dianne Schwalm, Di-
anne Martin, Margaret Mc-
Cain, Sister Ellen Leonard,
Ebonnie Rowe and Beth
Jordan.
Rowe is the founder and
CEO of PhemPhat
Productions, an all-female
production company ded-
icated to showcasing young
women interested in urban
music, and a co-founder
and former director of Each
One, Teach One, a highly
successful mentoring
program that paired youths
between the ages of 14 and
24 with professionals
working in various trades
and occupations.
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Jordan co-founded the
Provincial Cross Sectoral
Violence Against Women
Strategy group in response
to a spate of murders in the
summer of 2000 and con-
tributed crucial analysis to
the women's movement
response to federal Di-
vorce Act reform.

She is currently the
principal  of  Abode
Consulting that specializes
in feminist anti-racist
training.

Inaugurated in 1981, the
awards honour women for
t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g
community involvement.

This year's awards cere-
mony takes place on May
31. Previous winners in-
clude June Veecock, Deb-
bie Douglas, Jean Augus-
tine, Muriel Collins, Joan
Grant-Cummings,    Eslin
Payne, Dr. Avis Glaze,
NourbeSe Philip, Claire
Prieto, Kamala-Jean Gopie,
Hesper Philip-Chamber-
lain, Rev. Paulette Brown
and the late Bev Mascoll.EBONIE ROWE


